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The Continuity Research Network’s mission is to advance children’s health by partnering with key stakeholders through rigorous research in primary care, health care delivery, improvement science, and medical education, through an established, self-sustaining, collaborative, research network among pediatric continuity clinicians.  CORNET is a core program of the Academic Pediatric Association (APA) that evolved from the APA’s Continuity Special Interest Group (SIG) in 2002 and has since grown to include pediatric residency programs across the United States and Canada serving 1 million pediatric patients.

Research Goals
CORNET's research is focused on the pediatric continuity practice setting. The research goals are:
1. To study and improve health, healthcare, and inequities in health and healthcare delivery among children and families, particularly those disproportionately affected by health inequities.
2. To study and improve resident education in pediatric continuity practices.
3. To engage residents in pediatric primary care research.

CORNET Annual Survey Proposal Review Criteria and Process
CORNET’s Annual Call for Surveys will open February of each year, and the final annual survey will launch in late August.  Any brief (less than 10-minute) survey proposal may be submitted for consideration. The CORNET Survey Proposal Outline (see below) should serve as a template to help structure proposals in a standardized fashion. Institutional IRB approval need not be obtained prior to submission of proposals, but a protocol should be submitted to a PI’s local institution.

CORNET will continue to receive proposals for other types of studies on a rolling basis throughout the year.

Eligibility requirements
· The study team must include at least one member of the APA. 
· Inclusion of learners/trainees is encouraged but not required; special consideration will be given to proposals with a learner/mentorship plan.
PIs should provide specific information about the validity of the proposed measures and the rigor of the pilot testing process in their proposal with estimated duration to complete survey. For example, psychometric results for previously validated measures or cognitive interviewing for newly developed survey questions. Pilot testing would ideally be conducted with several faculty similar to CORNET site leads (e.g., primary care pediatricians at the investigators’ local institution).
· Helpful references: 
· Best Practices for Survey Use in Medical Education: How to Design, Refine, and Administer High-Quality Surveys.
Nikiforova T, et al. South Med J. 2021. PMID: 34480187 https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34480187/
· Getting the Most Out of Your Medical Education Survey: 11 Tips From the Association of Pediatric Program Directors Research and Scholarship Learning Community: https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1876285923003947

Review Process
Survey proposals will be reviewed by the APA CORNET Co-Directors and Executive Committee.  Final decisions about proposal approval or rejection will be made by the APA CORNET Executive Committee.
Proposals will be evaluated using the following rubric:
	CRITERIA

	1. Timely and relevant issue for CORNET, the APA, primary care clinicians, and children/families
· Relevance to / advances knowledge in pediatric primary care
· Aims to improve care for underserved populations
· Significance of the research question (including importance for Continuity Clinics and their patient population or faculty)
· Possible Survey Topics/ Research Questions include, but are not limited to:
· Social Determinants of Health
· Child Mental and Behavioral Health
· Medical Education
· Childhood Obesity

	2. Study aims (clear, justified, important)

	3. Innovation (novel, creative)

	4. Survey feasibility
· Doable within continuity clinic setting, practice-based research network

	5. Potential for study findings to lead to continued collaboration 
· Research opportunities (e.g., grant funding, publication /presentation)
· Continued engagement of CORNET

	6. Investigative team
· Resident/fellow involvement
· Relevant experience of PI, mentors, and collaborators to conduct the proposed work



CORNET will hold in confidence submitted research proposals.  Submitted surveys will only be performed by the network in collaboration with the author.
Approved Surveys
It is up to the discretion of the CORNET Executive Committee how many survey submissions will be approved and included in the annual survey.  
Factors taken into consideration are:
· Length of survey
· Feasibility for CORNET main faculty leads to respond  

The Committees may make comments or suggest modifications to proposed surveys.  

Survey Data
Approved surveys will be grouped together into 1 survey that will be shared with CORNET main site leads to respond.  The survey will run through the Academic Pediatric Association’s chosen survey platform, LimeSurvey, and be managed by the APA Research Manager.  Up to five reminders will be shared with CORNET main site leads to participate in the survey, with a final reminder sent by CORNET Region Research Chairs.  
At the close of the survey, each study team will receive deidentified data for their portion of the survey that has been paired with deidentified demographic data from the CORNET database for participating sites.  
Authorship and Acknowledgements
Presentations and publications arising from all APA CORNET studies must acknowledge APA CORNET and their manuscripts must be provided to APA CORNET for review and archiving alongside the study data.  At minimum, the CORNET Research Manager should be included as a coauthor in any presentations and publications.  CORNET Committee members who substantially support the design and analysis of studies and the revision of manuscripts should be invited to be co-authors on manuscripts and presentations resulting from the work.

Please submit your completed proposal form (see below templates) here and send any questions you may have to cornet@academicpeds.org.

Thank you for your interest in collaborating with CORNET!





























CORNET Proposal Face Page

Date: 
Proposal Title: 
IRB Status: 
Study Team Members:
	Study Team Role (PI, Co-I, etc.)
	Name
	Title
	Career Level (Early/Mid/Senior)
	Email Address
	Institution
	APA Membership Status

	Principal Investigator
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Co-Investigator
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


*Please provide information and biosketches for all Co-Investigators, if more than one.

If this proposal is accepted for CORNET, I understand and agree that:
· Each eligible CORNET site will choose to participate.  Studies will be conducted under the supervision of the cognizant IRBs at the PI’s local institution.
· Study protocols, IRB approvals, other documents, and data collected from project sites will be deposited in CORNET’s repository for sharing and archiving, and CORNET shall have a nonexclusive perpetual license to maintain and share such documents and data.
· Publications arising from this study will, at minimum, acknowledge CORNET and copies of manuscripts will be provided to CORNET following acceptance for publication.  Authorship of publications will be determined in advance of writing and with the concurrence of the study’s ad hoc oversight committee, whose members will be selected by the PI and the CORNET Network Directors.



______________________________________
Principal Investigator	











CORNET Survey Proposal Outline

The submission should be no more than 5 pages in length and include a copy of survey questions.*

1. Study Title
2. Study Aims & Hypotheses
3. Background: Describe what is known in the literature and what gap(s) in knowledge the proposal seeks to address
4. Significance: Relevance to CORNET’s mission, how the findings will address a gap in the literature
5. Measures: Distinguish primary outcomes from secondary outcome (if any) and specify 
demographic, clinical, and other co-variables to be collected.
6. Analysis Plan: include considerations of sample size and power calculation. CORNET can provide current network denominator to assist with this.
7. Long Term Vision: Explain why you want to work with CORNET, expected benefits to collaboration, benefits to participants, and potential next steps after study completion
8. Learner / Mentorship Plan (optional)
9. Appendices: Copies of all study instruments, biosketch of principal investigator(s), copy of IRB approval/exemption (if already obtained)

*Please note that, at the conclusion of the survey, CORNET will provide deidentified demographic data from the network’s membership database.  See the enrollment survey for what the database contains: https://www.academicpeds.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/LimeSurvey-Professional-Your-online-survey-service-APA-CORNET-Updated-Enrollment-2024.pdf 
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